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at Church Park

7PM Solemn Service
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“And when you come before God, don't turn that into a theatrical
production either. All these people making a regular show out of
their prayers, hoping for fifteen minutes of fame! Do you think God
sits in a box seat?

“Heres what I want you to do: Find a quiet, secluded place so you
won t be tempted to role-play before God. Just be there as simply
and honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift from you to
God, and you will begin to sense his grace.” Matt. 6:5-6

turmoil. Has it always been this way? Do we expect that, somehow, this year will be different? (I ask,

ﬁ t the risk of sounding like a broken record, we enter this season of Lent during a time of world
not because I have an answer, but because I ponder these things).

I do find that Lent is, to me, a time of grace in the midst of a world in turmoil. According to the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops “Lent is a 40- day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving that begins on
Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. It's a period of preparation to celebrate the Lord's
Resurrection at Easter. During Lent, we seek the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we serve by
giving alms; and we practice self-control through fasting. We are called not only to abstain from luxuries
during Lent, but to a true inner conversion of heart as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully. We recall
the waters of baptism in which we were also baptized into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and began new
life in Christ.”

For all of these reasons, the observation of this season seems particularly appropriate today — in the here and
now. Prayer, fasting and almsgiving in response to not only the war Russia has instigated in Ukraine, but also
to the lessening but continuing pandemic of the past two years, the decline of the church as we have come to
know it, and the widening and seemingly irreconcilable differences that divide Americans from one another,
and from much of the world.

I urge each of you to include these three disciplines in your daily routine throughout these 40 days (Sundays
are not counted). There are many online resources to trigger your creative juices — 40 days of kindness or other
creative fasting ideas, contribute to charitable organizations, including and especially those in support of the
people of Ukraine, and — if you do not already have one — a discipline of daily prayer. A community Lenten
activity that was initiated in Dansville several years ago is an ecumenical Lenten dinner and prayer on
Wednesday evenings from 6-7 pm. Dinner is provided and is followed by a time of learning and discussion.
This year our learning will focus on various prayer traditions of the church, especially focusing on the mystics.
We will start promptly at 6 pm and end with prayer at 7 pm.

I encourage you to read the gospel lessons for each Sunday of Lent, and to reflect and pray as you apply these
lessons to your life today. We often ask: “What would Jesus do?” These lessons give us a good starting point
for our reflection on this topic.

March 6 — Luke 4:1-13; March 13 — Luke 13:31-35; March 20 — Luke 13:1-9;
March 27 — Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; April 3 — John 12:1-8;
April 10 — Palm/Passion Sunday (Luke 19:28-40 and chapters 22 and 23)

In whatever way you choose to participate in the prayer, fasting and almsgiving that is the heart of Lent, may
you find your heart touched, healed, and strengthened in faith and determination to follow Christ.

“Pastor Harcia



KENYA MISSION TRIP CREATES CONNECTIONS, OPPORTUNITY

Sheila VanAuken of Dansville Presbyterian Church recently completed
a mission trip to Kenya, and presented on it on February 20 during a
joint worship service. Her report included a further mission
opportunity.

The In Step Orphanage is home to 206 amazing, beautiful children
who were abandoned, abused, or literally thrown away. But now they
have a chance at life because of the selflessness of an amazing couple,
Jeff and Carla Picicci, and the generosity of many who support their
mission.

2-year-old Joanie who was born deaf. Through the generosity of many,
she is being given the gift of hearing through cochlear implant surgery
which was originally scheduled for late February. However, due to
scheduling concerns, her surgery date has been postponed until April.

Even though initial cost of surgery is pretty much covered, a year of
rehab and training will require monthly flights to Nairobi and expenses
for her and her teacher/aide. Of course, these expenses are not
budgeted so represent an added burden to the children’s home.

To support this mission, and especially Joanie, you can send a check to
Dansville Presbyterian Church, and write “Step Orphanage / Joanie” in
the memo line.

FUNDS SOUGHT FOR GLUCOMETERS, TESTING STRIPS

Diabetics must track their blood sugar daily to manage their condition. This requires a glucometer and testing
strips, which are not consistently covered by insurance. For many persons with diabetes, the needed
equipment is too expensive, and so they either space out their testing or at times skip it altogether, which is
very dangerous. The Geneseo Parish Outreach Center is collecting glucometers and testing strips for
distribution to those in need. St. Paul’s Lutheran Church has received a small grant from Thrivent which will
purchase a few glucometers and sets of test strips, but more are needed. To support this project, make your
check to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, with “glucometers” in the memo line.
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CHURCH FOLKS! BRING ITEMS TO YOUR CHURCH THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 6.

DANSVILLE AREA FOLKS! BRING ITEMS TO:
DANSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ON TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 10-3:30.
SAINT PETER’'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 FROM 8:30-10:30 AND 2:30-5.
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Pastor Marcia Vacation
Last Sunday after the Epiphany

9:00 AM Service of the Word @ St. =12:00 PM Ash Wednesday Worship

Paul's @ St. Peter's

10:30 AM Episcopal-Presbyterian =5:00 PM DPC Session Meeting

Worship @ St. Peter's =7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Worship @

St. Paul's
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

=9:00 AM Holy Communion @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Episcopal-Presbyterian
Worship @ DPC

=6:30 PM St. Paul's Council Meeting

=6:00 PM Lenten Supper & Spirituali-
ty @ St. Pete's Fellowship Hall

=9:00 AM Service of the Word @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Holy Eucharist @ St. Pe-
ter's

=10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

rise Restaurant

=10:00 AM Men's Breakfast @ Sun-

=6:00 PM Lenten Supper & Spirituali-
ty @ St. Pete's Fellowship Hall

=7:30 PM SW District Mtg

20

=9:00 AM Holy Communion @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Holy Eucharist @ St. Pe-
ter's

=10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

21

22

23

ty @ St. Pete's Fellowship Hall

24

25

= =6:00 PM Lenten Supper & Spirituali-

26

27

=9:00 AM Service of the Word @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Holy Eucharist @ St. Pe-
ter's

=10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

=12:00 PM St. Peter's Vestry Meeting

28

29

30

ty @ St. Pete's Fellowship Hall

31

= =6:00 PM Lenten Supper & Spirituali-
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27
LENT

Fourth Sunday in Lent

9:00 AM Service of the Word @ St.
Paul's

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist @ St. Pe-
ter's

10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

12:00 PM St. Peter's Vestry Meeting

28

29]

30]

6:00 PM Lenten Supper & Spirituali-
ty @ St. Pete's Fellowship Hall

31 1 2

=9:00 AM Holy Communion @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Holy Eucharist @ St. Pe-
ter's

=10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

=5:00 PM DPC Session Meeting
=6:00 PM Lenten Supper & Spirituali-
ty @ St. Pete's Fellowship Hall

=9:00 AM Service of the Word @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

11

=6:30 PM St. Paul's Council Meeting

12

=7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service
@ DPC

14

=12:00 PM ECUMENICAL STATIONS
OF THE CROSS

=7:00 PM Good Friday Service @ St.
Paul's

15

=7:00 PM EASTER VIGIL @ Church
Park or St. Peter's

17

=9:00 AM Holy Communion @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Holy Eucharist @ St. Pe-
ter's

=10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

18

=7:30 AM Sunrise Service

=10:00 AM Men's Breakfast @ Sun-
rise Restaurant

19

20

=7:30 PM SW District Mtg

22

23

24

=9:00 AM Service of the Word @ St.
Paul's

=10:30 AM Holy Eucharist @ St. Pe-
ter's

=10:30 AM Worship Service @ Dans-
ville Presbyterian

=12:00 PM St. Peter's Vestry Meeting

26

27

29

30

Eastern Time Time Zone
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